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Giving Older Readers Grace & Space

for an Assessed Pead Aleud

Purpose

Build
relationships
and an
understanding
of the purpose
of the
assessment.

Give the student
a voice and a
chance to feel
more
comfortable.

Introduce the
idea of reading
aloud for the
assessment and
reassure the
student.

Conduct the
assessment.

Finish with
relationship-
building talk.
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1.

2.

Specifically

State your name.

Explain your position at
the school, district, or site.
Explain why you are
asking the student to
complete the assessment.

Ask how the student feels
about reading.

Ask what's easy / hard
about reading.

Ask, "What is the last
book you read that you
loved? What did you love
about it?"

Take notes as needed, be
covertly, if necessary.

Explain what the
assessment includes.
Explain your expectation.

Explain the instructions.
Give the assessment.

Reassure them everything
is okay.
Offer more help.

Example

I'm Mrs. M, and | am the reading specialist here. Part of my
job is to make sure all of our students are ready for the
reading required in high school and beyond. | do this in
many ways — by looking at your state test scores, your
online reading work, and more — to see how | can help you
prepare for those levels.

What about you? How do you feel about reading? Are you
currently reading a book? (If yes, | say — Can you tell me
about that book? — make conversation.) What feels really
easy for you when it comes to reading? What feels really
hard? Can you tell me more about that? What is the last
book you read that you loved? And | don't care how far
back you have to go to think of one! What did you love
about it? (This will give you an idea of what the student
values in a reading experience.)

Okay, in order for me to know how | can help you be best
prepared for future reading, | need to listen to you read.
Don't worry — I'm not listening to judge you. | don't care
how fast or slow you read. | just want you to read like you
usually do. | don't expect you to read perfectly. If you make
a mistake, feel free to fix it. I'm just going to listen to see
how | can help you move forward in your reading, okay?

In just a moment, I'm going to give you a passage. You're
going to read it to me for just one minute. Remember, |
don't care how fast or slow you read. | care that 1) if you
make a mistake, you notice and fix it, and 2) that you
remember it enough to tell me back what you read. Not a
summary — as much of it as you can remember from your
minute of reading. (In my case, | tell them they are going
to do one-minute reads on three passages because |
average them.)

Whenever you're ready, begin, and | will start the timer.

Thank you for completing that for me. | know it's not easy
to read aloud to someone. No matter what | determine
from this, | want you to know that if you ever feel confused
about your reading or need help figuring out what
something says, you are welcome to come for a quick visit.
I'm here to help!
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